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FOOD DESIGN

1 BANCH
PANE AL1 ANI«

Nel cuore di Ragusa Ibla, Ciccio Sultano, celebrita siciliana bi-stellata,
insieme a Giuseppe Cannistra, offre un luogo per interazioni sociali, dove
in primis si ritrova l'antico profumo di pane e companatico: scacce, tomasini
e sfincioni, ma anche lussuriosi baccala con trippa di vitello..
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DESIGN
COCOONING

‘mtemmmte progettato da Lago, che lnaugura un nuovo
concetto di ospitalita: I'hotel ‘Five star friendly’ ATR MADFTERRANEO DI LAGO,
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3. LA RECEPTION

4. IL LAGO COMMUNITY TABLE
LUNGO 20 MEYRL
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INside
ARCHITECTURE

Progetto di MARCO MERENDI ARCHITETTO

Wolfgang Goethe, contemplando per la prima
volta la distesa del Mediterraneo annoto nel
suo celebre 'Viaggio in Italia’ : .. questa linea
semplice e grandiosa mi ha ispirato pensieri
del tutto nuovi”. La stessa impressione 'hanno
provata Marco e Cristina Merendi di fronte al
mare di Sicilia: per lul, architetto e designer,
l'orizzonte infinito del mare (in questo caso

1 ed motivo diun

nuovo, ; per lel, impeg:

nel mondo della moda Toccasione per
realizzare la casa dei suoi sogni (e per i figli
la di gl libere, in
mezzo alla natura). Li incontriamo a Milano,

;dovelard\m Merendi, lavora ormai da 20

abbraccia la riserva naturale di Vendicari, a due
passi da Noto.

Come ¢ nato il progetto della vostra casa?
Cristina Merendi: Per caso. Eravamo in vacanza
a Noto, per la prima volta Passando con

|la macchina accanto a una collina mentre
andavamo al mare, mi & venuta improvvisamente
la vogha di vedere cosa cera al di la. Cosi, ho
lasciato la famiglia in macchina e ho cominciato
ad arrampicarmi lungo il erinale per scoprire

In clma un panorama mozzafiato: la linea’ del
mare I perdendosi nel
clelo., Una volta arrivata in spiaggia con la
famiglia, incuriosita per quanto mi era capitato,
ho cominciate a cercare sul cellulare annunci di
terreni in vendita nell'area di Vendicari... sino a
quando una foto ha attirato la mia attenzione:

suggest




Lingresso ¢ sul fronte Nord
edé tto da un muro

di pietra locale. che scherma
Ia luce nelle ore pii calde.
Davanti si allunga

la macchia mediterranea
punteggiata da cespugli

di lentischio, specie vegetale
autoctona (foto piccola
nella pagina a fianco;
landscape di ivan Gallo)

Quindi, entra

va in gioco lei

Made a Mano,

Be, sicuramente una fonte dlispirazione t
impegnativa.

[ { ! Davide Groppi

Paola Lenti
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1ata modular

delin casa senza sol

A quando il prossimo viaggio in Sicil

CM: P

anze estive. E noj, come
ediamo lora. =
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Progetto di SALVATORE TRINGALI
© ROSANNA LA ROSA Architetti
er Laboratorio Citta e Territorio societa di ingegneria

NELLA - »
CAMPAGNA
DINOTO °

Nel territc -
dell'Unes recupero e lampliamentc ; TR :

di un avamposto agricolo csistent t Ida sostenuta dalla t
trasformato, tramite un aperto confront . s

nel stienzio de 1 .”'..:4‘7

foto di Alberto Ferrero indidiunr |
testo di Matteo Vercelloni
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PROJ

IMPRESE
CREATIVE

Cinque brand siciliani

si distinguono per loriginalita

del concept aziendale e il forte
radicamento al territorio
Partono da I[]x‘.!['!'i{lll autoctoni

e da un saper fare tipico, a cavallo
tra I'industria e l'artigianato
Fanno dellappartenenza al luogo
un fattore di crescita

e di differenziazione. Colori
paesaggi e antiche ritualita
ispirano prodotti contemporanei
ed esteticamente caratterizzati,
lontani dagli stereotipi del gusto
folkloristico

di Valentina Croci
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posta alla nuova

ri diversi nspe

del mobile e Lesempio pid
tal senso & L

UANDO LA SCUOLA
E UN PROGETTO

In virta della suo ‘isolamente, Ja Sicilla pre’sunl‘
un potenziale creativo ancora tutfa da esplorare’
1l territorio ideale dove formare designer capaci
di generare nuovi sensi ed.'econom_ie

di Domitilla Dardi
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lle loro coste & cronaca quotidiana (il p nti dal mondo diventa un modo per ng
e stato presentato a fine maggio alla Biennale d generare scambi virtuosi tra chi ospita e chi @
Jesign di Lubiana nella sede delllstituto Italiano C o Ad dir sono intervenuti n

diviso

ademia d
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Allanalisi di quest’ultimo sono dedicatl specifici
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3SONI per una ricerca scientifica

n maniera

un mondo in cul gl st
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zionali del design &
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P16. SICILIAN BY PASSION

project MARCO MERENDI, ARCHITECT
photos Alberto Ferrero - article Laura Ragazzola

THE OWNERS OF THIS VILLA NEAR NOTO HAVE CHOSEN TO
BECOME SICILIAN. A COUP DE FOUDRE THAT LEADS TO A SPECIAL,
AUTHENTIC PLACE IN TOTAL SYMBIOSIS WITH THE LANDSCAPE

Wolfgang Goethe, looking at the Mediterranean for the first time, wrote in his
famous Itallan Journey. "That great simple ine has given me completely new
xleas " The same impression came to Marco and Cristina Merendi, gazing at
the sea in Sicily. He ts an architect and a designer, and the infinite horizon has
inspired a new, stimulating project: Sheworks in the workd of fashion, and this
was a chance to create the home of her dreams (and a place of marvelous
vacations in the midst of nature for their kids) We met them in Milan, where
the architect Merendi has worked for 20 years on design (gaining many hen-
ors for his lighting fixtures) and interiors for yachts, installations, exhibitions,
private homes Lots of passion, new approaches to research and experimen-
tation with forms and materiais, and the soul of a dreamer this, Inshort, is the
profile of the designer of this villa In Sicily, which extends along the ‘great
simple line' of the sea on one side. and embraces the Vendican nature reserve,
near Noto, on the other

How did the project of your house get started?

Cristina Merendi: By chance. We were vacationing in Noto, for the first time
Driving by a hill on the way to the seaside, 1 had a sudden urge to see what
was there beyond it. ] left the family in the car and climbed up the slope At the
top 1 found a breathtaking view the line of the sea was an endless horizon
that met the sky.  When we got to the beach 1 was still cunous, so | began to
Jook for advertisements for land up for sale in the Vendicari area, on my mo-
bile . and a photo appeared, which looked just like that field at the top of the
hill 1 called the agency, made an appointment, and the next moming ! found
out that it really was the place | had visited. Three days later we were back In
Milan with great news: we had become the owners of land in Sicily At that
point | told my husband we needed a vacation house

So that's where you come into the picture, Marco...

Marco Merend! Yes, of course, but designing a house from a distance of 1500
kilometers, in an isolated rural context, was not so easy. How would the proj-
ect develop? In what direction? Once again chance played a role. Before the
vacation | had given my wife an interesting book that tells the story of a very
famous house the Farsaorth House by Mies van der Rohe, one of the mas
ters of contemporary design. Cristina was very impressed, and she teld me,
Jokingly ‘a house like that would be perfect for that place it has to be free
indeperident, modern, immersed in nature *

That’s a tall order, in terms of inspiration...

MM Indeed But it was a pivot of agreement. We began to work (and dream)
mn unison We didn't start construction until the project was complete, down
to the details. Starting with in-depth study of the context, even the plants in
the countryside

CM: It's true. My husband is talking about the beautiful mastic trees, a native
spexies, almost unknovm elsewhere they are large spherical shrubs that can
be 70 or even BO years cid, and reach a height of 4 meters. The house em-
braces them, adapting its form to their presence

MM The bullding has been inserted In a protected ares, facing the nature
reserve of Vendicari The design respects the rules and the landscape, almost
physscally contalning it, in pursuit of an ongoing dialogue between nature and
architecture The symbiosis with the context is also expressed through the
choice of local matenals, like the beautiful stone of Noto, the lava of Etna

So the house is the result of an encounter between living space and

landscape?

CM Yes, but also of a good relationship with people Twould like to mention
Rosano Parnnello, a Sicillan entrepreneur, whose company Madeamano has
spread the word about Caltagirone ceramics all over the world, which we have
reinterpreted in a contemperary language

MM Another precious contribution was made by our friends van Gallo, a
landscape architect, who helped us discover the beauty of nature In Sicily, and
Davide Gropp, who gave us good advice to fit the building into the context
also in terms of light

94 / luglio-agosto 2077 INTERNE

The results?
Unexpected the house doesnt light up, it turns off, respecting the darkness,
the aromas, the silence of the land
So the island had a fundamental role?
MM: Naturally. Living in Sicily was the main challenge, to do it in an authentic
wveay. We returned there many times to breathe in the place, to understand the
light, the climate, the wand . the house is a typical work of Mediterranean ar:
chitecture, open to the sea and nature, a sort of transparent aquarium with
out a definite spatial ranking, to be usad with total freedom throughout the
day Sheet-metal sunscreens run along the facade, shaping and fragmenting
the light in the warmest hours, creating origami-iike designs on the floor, like
the textures of Arabian architecture They also ensure security while allowing
alr toarculate But the bulkding is still quite private in the bedroom area, more
closed, with small ablong windows framing the sea Because seeing through,
beyond walls, constantly shifting the vantage point of the cbserver from out
side to inside, and vice versa, is the leitmotif of the project, the landscape al-
ways crosses the body of the house in a seamless way
When is your next trip to Sicily?
CM: For summer vacation. We can't wait!
CAPTIONS: pag. 17 The side of the house towards the seq, in an evocative
nighttime view, showing the two volumes of the building the open,
transparent Imng block and the part set aside for the bedrooms, with a
more discreet atmosphere. Great attention has been paid to the custom
detalls from the cots with a structure in iron tubing to the outdoor shower
that uses industrial cast-rron handles from the 1950s appited to the stone
wall {far left). pag. 18 The entrance Is on the north side, protected by a wall
in local stone that screens the light durtng the warm hours. Mediterranean
brush is punctuated by mastic trees, a native spectes {small photo on the
facing page; landscape by Ivan Gallo) pag. 19 Below, the open-air dining
area and the swimming pool, both facing the landscape that extends to the
sea Custom table and benches in won and lavic stone, decorated with a
fluorescent texture (Made @ Mano) it is charged' by sunlight and comes to
Hfe at night, enhancing the volumes, Miss lights by Davide Groppl. For the
relaxation areq, sofas by Paola Lentf and vintage rockers pag. 20 The
living area facing the sea benefits from sliding sunscreen panels when the
sunlight is most intense. The conversation areq features upholistered
furniture by Paola Lenti (Parentesi lamp by Flos). while the tables with lava
tops are custom-made by Made a Mano In the bockground. the kitchen
has cabinets {right) that conceal the appliances, and an tstand with a table
that can be hidden away (all by Blmar), vintage chairs, lights by Davide
At the center, the white valume for the TV and the firepiace {on the

ryposue side) is a structural element for the Jarge cement ceiling pag. 22

he kitchen area (an island with flush-mounted range and an extractable
table by Etmar) faces the sea and a grove of almond trees, ottoman by
Paola Lenti, floor lamp and cefling lights by Davide vintage stools
In the background, the custom bookcase made with raw iron sheet-metal
shelves, anchored to the wall in Noto stone, which alternates with the
fair-foce concrete and glass of the large glazed surfoces, ceramic vases and
feads Ly Made a Mano 7o the right the dmm? area and swimming pool
pag. 23 Right, the corridor-landing lkeading to the bedroom zone the
full-height windows create evocative blades of light. Betow, the master
bedroom. the niche-bedside unit is cut into the wall made with Noto stone,
porcekain lamps by THPG

P24. BETWEEN THE WALLS

profect ANDREA ROGORA WITH GLADYS ESCOBAR

interior design CARLO PINTACUDA

photos Alberto Ferrero - article Antonella Boist

THE PLACE CHOSEN BY TWO FRIENDS WHO LOVE
ARCHITECTURE AND SICILY, IN THE COUNTRYSIDE NEAR NOTO
A TAILOR-MADE PROJECT USING RECYCLED

AND LOCAL MATERIALS THAT ENCOUNTER FORMS

AND IMAGES WITH A CONTEMPORARY TASTE

Sugnu tra lt mura, but not a single stone of this house existed before. it has
been built from scratch, in a place that enchants wath the colors of its land-
scape and the serene foree of the countryside around Noto. The dream of a
new yet ancient, precious project in the heart of beloved Sialy has come true
thanks to the owners, vath the help of a friend, the architect Gladys Escobar
The idea was to iImagine a microcosm that would respect the natural and ar-
chitectural habutat, interpreting its ‘ingredients’ and the flavors of the place in
a personal recipe Without vernacular clichés or modemist aloofness. The
concrete house stands on a very steep parcel of land, nestled inside an enclo-

sure of powerful retainer walls in stone dry masonry, mostly salvaged from
the rocky hillside Matenals found on the site, in short: zero-kilometer pro-
curement, for a composition of three basic geometric volumes on a single
level Basic is the key word an imitial, large rectangular volume has six win-
dows opening on three different sides, for three different views - the court-
yard to the left with its stone walls, the countryside extending to the nature
reserve of Vendican at the center, and the typical hilly Sicihan landscape to
the right - to host a large, luminous living-dining-kitchen area, an open space
marked by the presence of a fireplace. The second box is more compact, with
a short corridor leading to a double bedroom and a guestroom with its own
bath on the left, and a laundry corner on the nght. A third, cubical volume
with a flat roof, unlike the others with low pitches, completes the perspective,

containing the master bedroom with a closet and bath The archetypal physt

cal character of dry masonry becomes the factor that adds nobility to the
narrative in this architectural setting, taking it cut of time without sacrificing
the comforts of contemporary living Shaped at different heights, all the way
to the low bench configuration. the stone surfaces border the terraces and the
outdoor spaces wath concrete floors, organized in conwivial zones adorned by
Jasmine. myrtie, mastic, agave and other Mediterranean plants. The stone also
lines the stnking swimming pool with concrete borders, adapting to the to-
pography in the upper zone facing the house, with an excellent view It Is
reached by means of two concrete staircases that seem to plunge into the
masonry walls, flanked by tall rosemary hedges The sea glitters in the dis

tance, while the gaze embraces a lange carob tree, the countryside and the hill,
all the way to the glimpse of red sunburst earthenware roofs, made by hand
In Gela Simplicity, redesigned and reinterpreted through the study of details,
casements, openings. All the doors, for example, have double panels clad in
okum and framed by waxed iron sections. They remind us of Carlo Scarpa

vehile the roofs of the outdoor arbours are made with woaden boards, with
slight gaps, like an updated version of the traditional reeds. In the interiors
the terse, essential image of the construction, also perceptible in the depth of
the glass doors, shifts to other registers and timbres. The neutral endosure
vath raw stucco walls on the outside, in natural pigments mixed vath gray
sand, and featuring white ceilings on the inside, with the rhythin of long
beams in industrial laminated wood alternating with wooden slats, takes on
new colors The protagonist on the domestic stage is the floor in salvaged pi-
etra pece, a texture of 50x50 cm modules in imestone naturally steeped In
tar, extending to the walls of the showers and adding a patina that vibrates
wath tones of green and gray The bedrooms have a monastic look, with mini-
mal bads by AG Frenzoni for Cappellini, and wardrobes covered in old burlap

In the living area the temperature rises: many iron by Antonino Scior

tino, with a skewed. dynamic design, accompary the tables destgned by Carlo
Pintacuda, who did the interior design, with tops in okumé or recycled ce

ramic, lamps by Michele De Lucchi for Produzione Prvata, and many vintage
found objects Various flea markets have yielded original Carlo Ratti chairs
from the 1940s in curved piywood, around the table, a Aifties sofa that has
been reuphoalstered, and two very beautiful seats in woven straw from the
same period Al around, the landscape features paintings, Indian black iron
lamps, ottamans, ready to welcome new friends

CAPTIONS: pag. 24 The swimming poal level offers an extroordinary view
of the sun-drenched Sicilian landscape, with the sea in the background
The thick dry masonry embankment walls have been made with iocal stone
27 In the extenor views of the house (facing page), the choreographic
effect of the blades of light that enter through the wooden screens of the
arbours surrounding the construction The interior. with its painstaking
attention to detail, thrives an free and skillful dep
colors and matevrials. [n the living area (ro the side), found obyects and
vintage furnishings coexist with two dynamic iron pieces (af the sides, in the
background) designed by Antonino Saortino for Serax. On the table,
ceramic fish by Gaspare Patti from Sciacea In a guestroom (photo, above),
the bed by AG Fronzoni for Cappellint forms a balance with the minimal look
of the lamp from Produzione Privata, cesigned by Michele De Lucoh. Inail
the spaces, as an element of architectural continuity, the striking fioor in
salvaged pietro pece vibrates vath gray-green tones

P28. VIRTUOUS BALANCE

project CORRADO PAPA

photos Alberto Ferrero - article Antonella Boist

AT THE EDGE OF THE HISTORICAL CENTER OF NOTO, IN THE SANTA
CATERINA DISTRICT. A WORK OF RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

rof

FROM THE LATE 1800S FINDS A SECOND YOUTH, OPEN AND
INTERNATIONAL, THANKS TO A REFINED RENOVATION PROJECT
THAT EXTENDS TO THE ALLEYS OF THE SURROUNDING TOWN

‘The archetect as surgeon? It was like that, a job to do with a scalpel. at a spe-
afic point, with anesthesia, to achieve a final result of painless healing” says
Corrado Papa, who has interpreted the desires of Simone and Maria Bempo-
rad, a young couple of international culture in love with the city of Notoand a
small but elegant buikling from the late 1800s, vacant for years, which was
once the residence of a surgeon eminent in the netghborhood of Santa Ca
terina, a maze of narrow streets and courtyards on the edge of the historical
oenter “Intervening in an aggressive way would have put a particular spotlight
on this work of architecture.” the designer says, ‘detaching it from the consoli-
dated, fragile and neglected urban context and the local community. An el-
derly lady spoke to me when the scaffolding had been removed, thanking me
for having restored dignity to her neighborhood, which made me feel very
proud indeed " This is because Corrado Papa has not just renavated the buikl-
Ing, which Is no lenger 1solated and now sports a stucco finish in tune with the
pale hues of the local context. In a second phase he has also restored the sys-
tem of narrow streets with wiich the buillding establishes a dialogue, an opera-
tson funded by the Bemporads, aware of the problematic issues of a littie-big
town in a persod of economic difficulty. He has brought the cobblestone pave
ments with white ssgments back to life, installing urban furnishings like a
fountain and stone seats, creating new gathering places shaded by chimbing
plants. Inside the building. he arganized a process of breakdown and reassem-
bly of the parts "1 had to combine multiple units on three levels, altered by
layers over time and by o of taste,” he explains, ‘taking the Sicil-
an identity of the house into acoount, but also the international character of
my clients who were going to live there The choioe was to create new, large,
open spaces by making passages, setting up careful symmetries, consering
the great variety of matertals without concealing the scars and wrinkles, thanks
to the help of expert craftsmen: the white stone of Noto (en the ground floor),
pletra pece (on the first floor and the statrcase), humble cement tiles (in the
bathrooms of the guestrooms), ceramic tiles from Caltagirone (in the master
bedroom). And then sandstone, in the figure of a singhe wall, from the ground
to the roof, as a connection for the various levels a feature of architectural
continuity that stands out thanks to the different color with respect to the
other walls, left with the white pallor of lime plaster applied by hand * The har-
monious syncretism of the materials, like that of Sicilian courtyards, s en-
hanced by the warm enveloping light that makes every presence a protagonist,
finds completion, following a process of rediscovery, on the small terrace ‘It
has become.” the architect concludes, “a discreet observatory for watching the
ritual of the sun  the new beacon that restores the position of the 19th-century
house with respect to the fabric of Noto, framing the cathedral dome on ane
ade, and the igland of Capo Passero and the sea on the ather”

CAPTIONS: pag. 28 To the side, the new entrance space of the house from
the narrow street Below, a street in the refurbished neighbartood, with the
cobblestone pavement with white blocks and the stone sealing

On the facing page, view of a room on the ground floor, in white Noto stone,
and pale lime plaster, with a plaster vault In the background, the staircase
with steps in pietra pece leading to the first fleor, which contains the main
residence. pag. 31 View of the open space of the living-kitchen area on the
first floor, where the pietra pece floor creates a vivid contrast with the
two-stary backdrop wall in pale sandstone, offering an unusual perspective
on the living area of the balcony from the secand level, which hosts the
guestroom and the terrace Ray F floor lamps by Redolfo Dardoni for Flos
Under the custom staircase with a railing in white enameled iron, o
wardrobe provides storage space. pag. $2 A zone of transition towards the
bedroom area an the first floor Note the turquoise-gray painted doors that
blend with the chiromatic range of the fumishings chosen by the oamers
pag. 83 A bathroom faced in saivaged ceramic tiles from Caltagirone, like
the glazed washstands with a clear local style Below: the terrace on the
upper level is like a beacan facing the historical city and the sea. Table and
chairs by Coro

P34. INHABITING HISTORY

project PAOLO DI BIASE, PAOLO DI NARDO

photos Alberto Ferrero - article Paolo Di Nardo

IN MODICA TWO REINVENTED HOUSES ESTAELISHE A DIALOGUE
WITH THE BAROQUE SETTING OF THE CITY, FROM THE OPPOSITE
SIDE THE NATIVITY SCENE' OF SMALL GROTTO-DWELLINGS ON
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